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3-D Sculpture Extravaganza (Kimber)
Welcome to the wildly creative class where anything is possible- and where imagination takes form with “Sculptacular
Creations!” Students in this fun class will experiment and build different types of sculptures, three-dimensional artwork created
by shaping, combining, carving, collaging and gluing materials — Students will explore different techniques of construction art
and create fantastic 3-D sculptures using paper, wood, wax, foam, wire and clay. They will also make whimsical shapes and
complex forms from everyday materials such as tape and glue, and commonly found objects like tools, hardware, broken
jewelry and buttons. Projects include Amazing Assemblage, Mythical and Magical Creatures, Fantasy Houses and Sand Castles,
Giacometti Inspired Figures, Name-Face Sculptures, Mobiles and Funky Fashions. By examining the distinct ways artists have
explored three-dimensional form throughout art history, and combined with exciting new techniques, and of course, adding
their own unique and often quirky, imaginations, it will be so exciting to see what these students create!

Acts of Kindness (Bonnie)
Nothing but nice. We will come together to brainstorm little things we can do to brighten someone’s day, then head out into
the world to make them happen. From making snack packs for the homeless to writing (and mailing) a love letter to Grandma,
we will spread joy in the simplest of ways.

Acts of Kindness (Kara)
Every small interaction with someone is an opportunity to have a positive impact on both of your lives. In this class we will
learn about and practice the importance of being kind without receiving anything in return. We will work together to create
little random acts of kindness that can create a big difference!

Adventures in Art (Linda)
The adventures continue with all new projects and materials. Artists can freely express their creativity, inventiveness and wacky
sense of humor and aesthetics in this process-focused art class. The emphasis will continue to be on enjoying the ride, letting
go of preconceptions, and experimentation.

Algebra: Basic Equations and Word Problems (Joe)
In Algebra: Basic Equations and Word Problems, students will practice translating words into numbers, variables and
mathematical operations, and back again. The class will focus on (but not be limited to) algebraic word problems. Students will
learn about real world applications of linear equations and systems of linear equations and so this class will mesh well with the
Linear Equations and Polynomials class. We’ll look at questions both numerically and visually, gaining practice in reading and
creating graphs and charts. Students will explore logic, relations and numeric patterns. Topics and concepts covered and
additional resources for many of Joe’s classes are available at www.joesclasses.wordpress.com

Algebra: Exponents, Radicals, Advanced Graphing and Functions (Joe)
In Algebra: Exponents, Radicals, Advanced Graphing and Functions, students who have experience in working with linear and
quadratic equations will take their mathematical exploration to the next level as they explore graphing quadratics and higher
degree equations and functions. Students will explore exponents and radicals and practice visualizing them graphically.
Students will practice graphing by hand, as well as via digital tools like desmos and geogebra. Topics and concepts covered
and additional resources for many of Joe’s classes are available at www.joesclasses.wordpress.com

Algebra: Linear Equations & Polynomials (Joe)
In Algebra: Linear Equations & Polynomials, students will continue exploring these concepts and the related skills that they
began discovering during Fall semester. Students will learn basic rules of working with variables and exponents. They will
practice exercises that require an understanding of order of operations, like and unlike terms, the distributive property, and
positive and negative numbers. Students will learn to solve and graph linear equations. They will learn about slopes and
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intercepts and be able to work with the slope-intercept form, the point-slope form, and the standard form of linear equations.
Topics and concepts covered and additional resources for many of Joe’s classes are available at
www.joesclasses.wordpress.com

All About Africa (Kimber)
Did you know that there are over 50 distinct nations in Africa? One continent, many worlds! Through exciting stories, fun folk
tales, awesome art and engaging activities, students will be introduced to the rich culture, history, people and diversity of the
many unique and fascinating countries in Africa. When someone is talking about Africa, where exactly and which country are
they talking about? While "traveling" across the African continent, and with an emphasis on Egypt, Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria
and South Africa, as well as several other countries, students will be exposed to the different kinds of land, animals, art, music,
dance and foods from each distinct area. We will explore and experience- see, hear, touch and yes, even taste aspects of Africa.
Awesome African projects include Adinkra prints, Ndebele doll, Kente weaving, Moroccan ceramics, African ancestor animal
mask, folk art toy, tribal jewelry and Egyptian Pharaoh Art. Africa is totally AMAZING!

App Development 1 (Digital Dragon)
App Academy will instill teamwork, communication, and organizational skills paired with user interface design. Students
experience multiple roles throughout the development process: from programmer to UI designer, art director and project
manager. Students build Android mobile applications using a visual block programming language that simplifies the
programming process. Students use mobile and desktop emulators to instantly see the results of their coding and design.

App Development 2 (Digital Dragon)
Students in this class will continue to develop their app development skills, learning to incorporate more functionality and
design elements to make increasingly complex apps. App Academy will instill teamwork, communication, and organizational
skills paired with user interface design. Students experience multiple roles throughout the development process: from
programmer to UI designer, art director and project manager. Students will build Android mobile applications using a visual
block programming language that simplifies the programming process. Students use mobile and desktop emulators to
instantly see the results of their coding and design. *Prerequisite: App Development 1

Around the World in Arty Days (Kimber)
Welcome to the Wonderful World of Art! While exploring geography and “traveling” through different countries around the
world, students will have a unique opportunity to experience and then create many different kinds of arts and cultural crafts.
Through exciting projects, entertaining stories and visual examples, students will discover that these expressions of creativity
from each country are as different as the people themselves. While creating their own masterpieces, students will have fun
exploring the similarities and differences of these cultural artistic expressions. Art can be used as decorations, functional pieces,
and among other things, an expression of beliefs, values and cultural identity. What do we all have in common? What is
“normal”? What is “beautiful”? Students will be challenged to think about acceptance and tolerance, and that what is unique or
strange to one may be “normal” or “beautiful” to another. Special projects include Aboriginal paintings, Nigerian Yoruba Adire
Eleko cloth art, Japanese block printing, Mexican folk art sculptures, Torres Strait Island Masks, Pacific Northwestern, Canadian
and Alaskan totem poles- and a variety of body adornments and jewelry, textile art, mandalas and folk art from around the
world.

Art and Human Progress - History As Seen Through the Eyes of Art (Kimber)
Students in this interesting class will journey through the ages- and using art and artifacts as a storyteller, explore the history,
people, culture, arts and even science of the times. Art history not only explores art as a record of human creativity, but the art
content itself can let people know what was going on during certain time periods. Exploring the history of art and cultural
events provides a very cool, unparalleled insight into our past, as well as gives a greater understanding of people, cultures, and
customs around the world. Through the years, from prehistoric times to present day street art, students will explore the way
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people expressed themselves- and then be inspired to create their own masterpieces. In addition to period-inspired art pieces,
students will be given the gift of time and space, full creativity, to express themselves, like a rite of passage – and represent
themselves in this time period. In the future, what story will our personal art tell about our human progress? How will our
creative expressions represent this day and time- and who we are an individual- and as a collective group of people? Using
oils, acrylics, spray paint, collage, ripped and mixed media, encaustic and photo transfer, students will create individual projects
“art”ifacting what they have discovered. Projects include artistic period pieces like cool cave paintings side-by-side with
carvings, stone and clay idols and statues, decorated pottery, Renaissance frescos, Pop Art self-portraits, print and
advertisement art- and modern day graffiti art.

Art for Social Change (Linda)
In our world of increasing social tension and unrest we can learn to express our positive vision for the future through various
genres of art. Using our creativity to empower us we can perform spoken word poetry, sing songs, paint murals, build public
sculptures, create posters, write comics, essays, or stories that inform and persuade understanding, common ground and
peaceful solutions. Students will take a stab at many of these as they discuss current social issues and form opinions on how
they would like to see them solved.

Asia: Stone Age to Modern Times (Kimber)
Ni Hao! Konnichiwa! Apa Kabar! Welcome to Amazing Asia! Students in this unique cultural, art, history and geography class
will have a blast as they venture into a wide world of wonder- and journey to the world’s largest and most populated continent
in the world (with more than 4 billion people and counting). How did the 48 countries of Asia become what they are today?
Exploring history from Stone Age to Modern times, students will discover the many varying aspects of the rich Asian culture,
the unique characteristics of each country and their impact on the world. Diversity, acceptance and tolerance are celebrated as
students embark on this exciting adventure and discover the distinct qualities, customs, traditions, crafts and everyday lives of
people in the many different Asian countries. Asia is also home to many fascinating animals including the giant panda and the
Komodo dragon- as well as many interesting habitats. Did you know that Asia has both the highest (Mt. Everest) and the
lowest (Dead Sea) points on earth? From centuries-old traditions to interesting modern trends, and through visual
presentations, music, art, cooking, cool crafts and hands-on projects, join us as we adventure through Asia! Projects include
Indonesian batik, Dragon Kites, Thai Elephant Art, Chinese Ming Vase Painting, Japanese Kokeshi Dolls and Anime art.

Beachcombers (Joe)
There are many wonderful things about Southern California, but none more wonderful than the beach. For those of us lucky
enough to get to spend time on the beach, a great way to make it even more special is to learn a little about it. The shore is a
remarkable ecosystem, where land and water meet, terrestrial plants and animals - ourselves and others - overlap and interact
with marine plants and animals, as well as the amazing life that inhabits the “intertidal zone”.
Birds frequent our beaches as they migrate along their various routes. The currents and tides carry flotsam to our shore. The
unique weather patterns along the beach - from morning fogs to afternoon breezes and occasional violent storms - all have to
do with the shore and how water and land and air all interact. We’ll explore some of the many remarkable aspects of the
beach as the opportunity presents itself in between just walking along the shore, exploring and having fun!

Big Ideas (Mr. G)
This class will feature inventing, creating, innovating, restoring, conjuring, constructing, devising, designing, developing,
experimenting, building and/or pioneering contraptions and concoctions, gadgets and gizmos, doodads and devices, brands
and brainchildren, and whatever else comes to the minds of our imaginative, young geniuses. This class is an almost anything
goes laboratory where creativity reigns collaboratively and daring dreams are manifest into radical and radiant reality.
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Careers Around Us (Nathan)
Cities are full of opportunity and Santa Monica is among the most thriving of communities in the country. There are career
opportunities around every corner. From the ice cream man to the librarian there is something for everyone around every turn.
So let’s go explore! We will immerse ourselves in the community, leaving no stone unturned, interviewing, participating, and
observing real people in their chosen careers. Our investigations will take us to the fire station, the local markets, bakeries,
restaurants, hotels, and even city hall. Our guides will show us what they do, how they followed their own passions, and how
we can follow ours! Each student will be able to choose multiple fields to explore, based on their own individual interests. Join
us on this adventure as we dive into the question that kids get asked more than any other: What do you want to be when you
grow up?

Cheetahs’ Running Club (Bonnie)
The Cheetahs are back….and still running. Last term, we were up to 3.2 miles. We have no choice, but to increase our
endurance. This class is a tough, confidence builder. Rain or shine, we’re pushing through together.

Classic Card Games (Jess)
Come get hooked on card games and have some hands-on fun! We will be learning Phase 10, Canasta, Blackjack, Solitaire, Spit,
Concentration, Hearts, Rummy, Snap, Gin Rummy, Spoons, and many more. We will experience many types of math, such as
number order, probability, number theory, arithmetic, and strategy, all while actively engaging in our learning.

Coconut, Kimchi and Kale: Eating for Brain Power (Mr. G)
We are what we eat! The supermarket has so many options. How can you tell what’s good and not so good? Which foods
should we avoid? What are some of the tricky ingredients and labeling that disguise themselves as healthy? In this class, we
will learn how to eat properly for better nutrition, energy and brain power. We will also examine the risks of too much sugar,
too few vegetables and too little water. The class will culminate in a handy, healthy food list and recipe book that students can
use at home and at the supermarket to make educated, nourishing choices regarding their own health and nutrition.

Creation Station (Kara)
Want to learn how to take that trash and turn it into something useful instead of putting in a landfill? In this class we will be
creating useful products from things we might have thrown away. We’ll learn how to be more sustainable and reduce our
waste by creating fun and beautiful projects like flower vases, bird houses, and garden planters!

Cultural Identity (Bonnie)
What is culture and how is it a part of all people? Kids will explore this concept through candid discussion and active research,
completing informative mini-projects along the way. The mission of this class is to get people thinking about people. And, to
consider the parts of themselves that they really want to hold onto.

Current Events (Joe)
What’s happening?! In this class we’ll find out what’s going on in the world from week to week. We’ll read about and discuss
current events. For each class meeting, students will have the opportunity to share a news article - from a newspaper or online
- that they’ve found during the previous week. We’ll read it together in class and discuss relevant concepts and vocabulary
that might be new or unfamiliar to some students. We’ll also focus on Internet source verification and validation, civics,
government/politics, geography, the environment, and the development of vocabulary and general knowledge.
There’s always something interesting going on! We’ll never know what to expect from week to week, except we can always
count on there being something fascinating to discover! Come join us and find out what’s up!
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Divide and Conquer (Nathan)
Division – plain and simple. Did you ever think of division as the scariest thing in the math world? It is always the last of the
operations that teachers teach and the last one that students generally tend to understand. So let’s break down that wall by
dividing and conquering the skill that is division. Students of all levels are invited to practice, play games, and create their own
division games and projects that will give them the confidence and experience to overcome math’s most fearsome component!

Energy Powered: Solar and Wind and Biomass, Oh My! (Kara)
In this class we will learn about the different renewable and nonrenewable energy sources. As conservationists, we will create
our own forms of energy while harnessing the earth's natural resources! We will learn how to live more sustainably and reduce
our carbon footprint!

Essential Questions (Joe)
Which are there more of - questions or answers? Does every question have an answer? Do some questions have more than
one answer? Do some have none at all? Do all answers have a corresponding question? This class is going to explore questions
- what they are and why we have them. We’ll ask questions - mostly we’ll ask the kinds of questions that have more answers
than answerers. We’ll learn about ourselves as we go - we’ll ask, what are some questions we haven’t thought of before? And
then we’ll think about them.
Each class meeting will explore a new question. Students will practice analysis, explanation, persuasion, rhetoric and debate.
The general class format will be: presentation of the week’s question, brief discussion, quick-write (ten to twelve minutes or so)
and then group sharing, consideration and debate. As the semester progresses, students will be encouraged to develop and
solidify at least one of their stronger views as a finished written presentation.

Exploratory Math - Kaleidoscopes (Joe)
In Exploratory math we’ll discover that math is about a lot more than just numbers. Numbers are great, and they come in really
handy as a way to consider and communicate mathematical ideas, but while numbers are the language of math, patterns and
relationships are the real core of it. In this class, we’ll learn about some of the ways math exists all around us all the time. We’ll
learn about symmetries and rotations and transitions and translations. We’ll learn about reflection and magnification and
refraction and tessellation - and much more. And - and this will be a lot of fun! - We’ll build our own kaleidoscopes! We’ll
discover how they work, and reflect on our findings - and maybe even reflect a little on the relationship between math and
beauty! And reflection itself! Topics and concepts covered and additional resources for many of Joe’s classes are available at
www.joesclasses.wordpress.com

Exploring Coding & Robotics (Digital Dragon)
This series introduces young learners to both programming and robotics using easy-to-use, drag-and-drop tools. With basic
mouse control, hand gestures and minimal keyboard use, kids learn to paint digital backdrops and characters, add animations,
and watch their scenes come to life with MIT’s Scratch programming environment. After creating a variety of scenes, kids will
move on to explore how programming affects the real world by commanding a robot to accomplish simple objectives.

Family Flow Cash Functions (Jess)
What’s your dream? Freedom of time? Unlimited resources to travel the world? Whatever it may be, CASHFLOW teaches you
how to get out of the Rat Race and onto the Fast Track, how to make your money work for you, not the other way around. In
CASHFLOW we will use the online game that simulates real life financial strategies and situations. As a simulation, you learn
valuable lessons and gain priceless insights into personal finance and investing without having to put your actual money at
risk. Developed by Robert Kiyosaki, author of the #1 personal finance book of all time, Rich Dad Poor Dad, CASHFLOW is the
ultimate realization of Robert’s vision of an interactive tool for financial education, and the fulfillment of his belief that we learn
best by doing. In class, we will practice real world investing with play money. Learn the differences between an asset and a
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liability. Discover the power of understanding your personal financial statement. Choose your dream and learn financial
secrets to achieve it! CASHFLOW is an educational game that teaches accounting, finance, and investing at the same time - and
makes learning fun!

Fractions, Decimals, and Percents, Oh My! (Jess)
What percent of the day do we spend awake? What fraction of your friends have freckles? What decimal translates to the piece
of cake you're eating? If you find any of these question intriguing, then you will love learning about percents, decimals, and
fractions and all the whacky ways they can be intertwined. Learn why calculating by percentage is important, as well as where
in the world we use decimals and fractions. Bring on the math!!

Gender Roles (Bonnie)
Gender bends. Or does it? We will analyze age old stereotypes of what it means to be a boy or girl, and determine whether or
not these ideas are evolving. Students will be asked to perform tasks that are considered stereotypical male or female, as well
as prepare a professional trial around the controversial topic of same sex bathrooms. Ideal for students who love (or need
practice doing) group work.

Genetics (Linda)
What is a gene and where is it? Why do I have my dad’s eyes and my mom’s nose? Your DNA hold the instructions for the
construction of every protein of every cell in your body. We will investigate the processes of DNA replication and how traits
are passed from one generation to another and how whole species evolve to adapt to a changing environment.

Geometry (Joe)
Now that we’ve learned a little algebra, we can begin exploring some of the other amazing things Math can do. In Geometry
we’ll learn about lines and shapes and angles and their properties and relationships. We’ll discover conjectures and learn about
logic and proof. Students will learn about angle measurements, properties of parallel lines, triangles, circles and other
polygons. Students will learn about similarity and congruency. Students will gain experience in graphing and working with the
coordinate plane. We’ll practice thinking and figuring analytically and look for ways to tie words and numbers and shapes and
symbols together to describe concepts that are otherwise difficult to imaginable, discovering along the way the power and
glimpsing the potential of symbolic language. Topics and concepts covered and additional resources for many of Joe’s classes
are available at www.joesclasses.wordpress.com

Get a Watch (Jess)
What time is it? How much longer until we're there? If you're still asking these questions, then you need to take this class!
Learn to tell time, solve for elapsed time, and even make your own clock! No more checking your iPhone or digital watch...let's
get down and dirty with analog!

Global Museum (Liz)
A museum is a place where one should lose one's head. Each week in Global Museum we will lose a little more of our heads
and find a little more inspiration. We will focus on the museums that we will visit on our urban adventures to see what these
museums would like to teach us. But more importantly than what they want to teach us we will explore how they want to
teach us? What is displayed in a museum, who decides what is displayed, and is there anything that should not be displayed?
We will ask these questions and investigate the answers. On the weeks that we go on hikes we will study a world famous
museum to see how other countries treat their art, their artifacts, and their specimen.
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Global Studies through Masks and Body Art (Kimber)
Are you ready to set off on a cool adventure where decorative, functional and wearable art meets geography and cultural
exploration? While globe-tripping, students in this fun, unique Cultural Art Adventure class will explore the many different
forms and uses of masks, jewelry and body decorations from different countries and cultures. Through exciting projects,
interesting stories and visual examples, students will discover that expressions of creativity from each country are as different
as the people themselves. Art can be used for everyday items, decoration or body adornment- as an expression of self- as well
as an expression of a country’s personality, beliefs, values and cultural identity. Students will also explore detailed information
about masks from every corner of the globe- and how they are used for a variety of purposes, including acting out stories and
“explaining” elements of nature and humanity, as well as giving thanks and appreciation to certain animals for their gifts.
Masks have been used in many different and exciting ways... storytelling, celebration, disguise, protection, decoration and even
for spiritual or religious reasons. Some masks are even considered to be alive and possess great power. Taking inspiration
from interesting environments and colorful cultures, students will then create, build and decorate different kinds of masks,
jewelry and other vibrant body art, using a variety of media including painting, papier-mâché sculpture, molding, printmaking
and clay. Beautiful projects include Indian henna art, Maori Koru tattoos, Native America ceremony masks, Mexican folk art
masks, Venetian style party mask, and a plethora of other masks and wearable decorations from around the world.

Greenhouse Gardening (Kara)
In this class we will be learning about the benefits of greenhouse gardening. We will be designing and building The Realm’s
own Greenhouse. We will grow our own delicious foods and herbs in our Greenhouse!

Hamilton (Liz)
Who lives, who dies, and who tells your story? The story of America was told by those who were there at its beginning.
Students will read firsthand accounts of the battles, both physical and political that laid the foundation for our nation. We will
become immersed in the time period by recreating the time line, studying historical documents, and researching the key
figures. After students have a solid foundation of the history we will explore how this story is continued to be told in the
musical Hamilton. How much of this musical is fact turned into lyrics and where has the truth been stretched to serve the
song. In the end we will satisfied that we have learned all we can.

Healing Elixirs (Kara)
In this class we will learn all about the healing power of plants! We will dry our own herbs to create delicious, all-natural teas
and elixirs to help keep our bodies strong and healthy. We will make our own herbal oils and essences to use for aromatherapy
and different all-natural products like chap sticks and soaps!

Helping Hands (Kara)
In this class we will be instilling the idea of community service and togetherness. We will join forces with various organizations
to help the community in different ways from helping those in need, to supporting local organizations, to helping keep the
community beautiful.

The Hero with a Thousand Faces (Mr. G)
As human beings, we have a critical need to tell stories and share the joys and challenges of the human experience with others.
Through the mediums of film, literature, theatre, comic books and video games, we will explore the journey of the hero (as
eloquently and dynamically described by author Joseph Campbell) from the hero’s “call to action,” to the triumphs and failures
of his/her brave voyage, and to his/her coming of age and eventual positive transformation. Your child will tell her/his own
heroic story, using the details of their own life adventures to create something magical and optimistic about themselves and
the world they live in.
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Hip Hop Poetry (Bonnie)
We will be writing and performing poems that flow.
And identifying literary devices in songs we know.
Like: Metaphor, oxymoron, analogy, and simile.
And delving into Hip Hop Music history.
Our rhymes will be used as a tool
To tell our biographical stories too.

Historical Writer’s Rally (Michelle)
In the late 1800s and early 1900s, millions of immigrants made the journey to the United States from every nook and cranny of
Europe. The students in this class will take a journey through history and explore the experience of immigrants travelling to
America and arriving on Ellis Island. After reading different children’s books such as At Ellis Island: A History In Many Voices by
Louise Peacock, Immigrant Kids by Russell Freedman, and What Was Ellis Island? By Patricia Brennan Demuth, each student will
“become” one of the immigrants they have learned about. Students will write journal entries to continue their story either
during the journey over, after arrival or their perceptions of the modern world and the experience of the modern immigrant
today.

History of Architecture (Linda)
Students will explore architecture through history, from pyramids to skyscrapers. They will consider the technological advances
and historical and cultural events that influenced and defined the aesthetics of each era. Projects will include models of
pyramids, classical columns, Byzantine domes, flying buttresses and many more defining details and innovations from early
human history to current trends.

History DNA - U.S. Presidents (Joe)
History DNA is a game that gives students an opportunity to learn about fascinating and influential figures from the past. It’s
played with an ever-growing deck of cards. Each card depicts a significant person from history. The game involves quiz
questions about the historical individuals, identifications of the people, and competitions between different people based on
character traits. During the Winter-Spring 2017 session, we’ll be playing with figures from previous semesters and adding new
cards depicting United States Presidents to the deck. Quite a few presidents are already in the deck, so we’ll revisit some of
them, plus we’ll be adding these new cards:
 Ulysses S. Grant (1869-1877)
 Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961)
 James A. Garfield (1881)
 John F. Kennedy (1961-1963)
 Grover Cleveland (1885-1889)
 Lyndon B. Johnson (1963-1969)
 William McKinley (1897-1901)
 Richard M. Nixon (1969-1974)
 Woodrow Wilson (1913-1921)
 Gerald R. Ford (1974-1977)
 Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933-1945)
 Ronald Reagan (1981-1989)
 Harry S. Truman (1945-1953)

History of Fashion (Linda)
What people wear tells volumes about the culture and society they are part of. Factors such as climate, social and economic
status, and religion can dictate trends in fashion and art trends. This class focuses on the traditional styles of European
countries from the middle ages to the modern designers of Europe and the US. Projects will include “look books” and
accessories that defined each era.
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History Game - Colonists, Cowboys and the People they found there (Joe)
This is an in-development game class. Students will be working together to create rules to this game as they learn about
American History. The essential plan is to create a game, with a variable board format (the game board can change each time
it’s set up because it will be composed of separate interchangeable sections). It will include chronological dates, events, people
and concepts. Students will move game pieces around the board, follow written directions and answer (and create) questions
as they go. And have lots of fun along the way.

History of Transportation (Linda)
This class begins with human foot travel over 13,000 years ago when people migrated from Asia across the Bering Strait land
bridge to the new world and ends with space tourism. This is the real story of planes, trains and automobiles, not to mention
camels, blimps and steam ships. People have been on the move since we arose from all fours and have been using our
creativity to find better and faster ways to get where we’re going ever since.

How to Be a Jedi In Life (Jimmy)
In a galaxy far, far away (but closer than you think) a group of children begin the journey from Youngling to Padawan to Jedi
Knight at Dagobah West. In this continuing adventure (but open to new students) we go deeper into the Jedi Code of evenmindedness, service, honesty, courage, peacekeeping, discipline, and feats of heroism. The Jedi Order demands the highest
principles and teaches children how to be good citizens in the world. From light saber skills to meditation to cooperative
games, these Jedi in training learn how to use The Force inside them for only good.

Human Body: Invaders (Linda)
The human immune system works to defend against armies of invaders. These invaders include bacteria, viruses, fungi, prions,
toxins and poisons, parasites, allergens, and sometimes even our own bodies’ turn against us. Without the specialized cells
and organs that make up our immune systems these invaders could wreak havoc on our bodies. Sometimes the invaders
overwhelm our system and win the battle. In this class we will investigate how things can go so very wrong when this happens.

Humanity and the Rights of People (Kimber)
Love in action! Through engaging, fun projects and lively group discussions, students in this unique class will learn about
Human Rights and responsibilities- and then use their incredible fresh imaginations to find ways to inform, help protect and
defend everyone’s rights, based on values such as equality, dignity, respect, non-discrimination and participation. So the
question is... what exactly are Human Rights? Human Rights is a global term we hear often, but many people can’t really define.
Students will discuss and learn that rights are things we are allowed to be, to do or to have, simply by being human. And all
humans should have the same basic rights. Right? Students will discover that we have 30 basic defined human rights,
according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights created by the United Nations in 1948- that provide a global
understanding of how to treat individuals. Do you know what they are? There sometimes is a confusion though concerning
what are the rights of all people- and what are the specific constitutional rights of Americans. This class will also explore the
important rights, powers, and duties established, and recognized (and sometimes not recognized), in the U.S. Constitution for
Americans and The Bill of Rights. While doing interesting projects and hands-on activities, students will learn about events in
history and discuss rights specific to age, gender, race and heritage, disability and sexual orientation. Freedoms of religion,
expression and movement, labor rights and health care rights will also be discussed. Projects include writing a children’s book,
creating an art poster, personal and group presentations (poem, rap, song, skit or choice of art form) and a group
collaboration on a mural depicting human rights messages.
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Jewelry Making (Linda)
Using creative materials such as shrinky dinks, fimo dough, paper, yarn, hot glue, felt, bottle caps, resin, nail polish, etc. we will
invent our own crazy jewelry to wear or give as gifts. This project-based class focuses on fabricating wearable, original works
of art.

Journeys (Nathan & Jess)
Step into a world of technology. Our journey this semester will take us through time as we discover the role technology has
played in shaping humanity, both in positive and negative ways, and where we predict technology will advance in the years to
come. Do we even understand the ways technology affects our lives? Could we live without it? Where did it come from? These
are questions we will explore this semester as we investigate the past, present, and future of a variety of individual
technologies. Each student will choose a field to curate in our technology museum. They will research pioneers, formulate
timelines, build models, and present their learning in a variety of creative ways. Journey students will become experts in their
field and have greater appreciation and understanding of the pros and cons of our ever-growing technological world.

Know What (Joe)
Know What is a general knowledge quiz game. Students take turns answering questions from six topics: Art & Architecture,
Science & Math, Literature, History, Geography & Government, and Mythology, Folklore and the Bible. Most weeks we add
twelve new questions to our ever-expanding collection of interesting tidbits of knowledge. Students can learn as we go, or
access the questions and answers via www.joesclasses.wordpress.com for at-home practice and study.

Landmarks of Civilizations (Kimber)
In this dynamic and fascinating class, students will explore some of the world’s most famous landmarks, national wonders and
celebrated country symbols - Through a series of interesting visual presentations, stories, art and engaging hands-on building
projects, students will discover how and why people in civilizations around the world have built certain structures and
buildings. As students learn about these famous landmarks and amazing feats of engineering genius, they will be asked to
think about how these landmarks, usually created to serve a function, also serve as symbols that identify the place or represent
a cultural belief or value. Students will explore and discuss “Landmarks of Civilization” like the Parthenon of Greece, The Roman
Coliseum, Angkor Wat in Cambodia, The Taj Mahal in India, The Alhambra in Spain and The Great Wall of China. They will
discover cool information about amazing structures that have incredibly withstood the test of time, like Stonehenge, Macchu
Picchu, and The Egyptian Pyramids. What modern-day structures will still be around in the year 3000? Students will be asked to
think about... how have landmarks changed throughout history? Why do people build landmarks? What are some common
beliefs and ideals reflected by landmarks throughout history? What about the famous landmarks closer to home like Mount
Rushmore, The Empire State Building or The Statue of Liberty? Through play and experimentation- and using a variety of art
mediums and building materials, students will then be inspired to create their own buildings and landmarks. Using shape,
color, texture and other creative elements, students will also be challenged to create a structure that defines who they are and
what they want to project about themselves - Will it be honesty? Humor? Strength? Intelligence? Whatever they do, these are
“Dream Architects” in the making!

Lego Robotics (Digital Dragon)
Robotics is a great way to introduce programming and engineering to students who like to build things with their hands.
Based on student experience and ability, the class introduces programmers and designers to the amazing world of robotics
through fun, easy to use projects that use the latest LEGO Mindstorms equipment. Students encounter real-world problems
found in space exploration, deep sea investigations and many other places where humans need help from machines. Using a
design thinking approach, students build and program robots that can race, follow lines, detect colors, and react to light and
sound. In more advanced versions of the course, challenges build in complexity, requiring further, more in depth use of sensors
and motors to make our robots more autonomous--capable of making decisions with only the programs we put in their
‘brains.’
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Le Morte d’Arthur (Joe)
We’ve all heard of King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table. In this class we’ll really dive in and discover how much of an
impact the legends surrounding King Arthur have had on our cultural stories, values and views. We’ll learn about the history
and origins of these tales, we’ll question their meanings, and the impacts they’ve had. We’ll compare them to other stories
we’re familiar with, especially as they relate to the adventures of contemporary heroes and superheroes. Every other week we’ll
explore a new Arthurian story. We’ll develop our interpretive skills and practice finding significance and making connections.
On the in-between weeks we’ll try our hand at creating our own re-imaginings of the story at hand. We’ll do a little reading, a
little writing, a little creating, and even a little performing. We’ll also have opportunities to learn about the development of
language as we compare medieval texts with their contemporary translations.

Literacy Playshop (Mila)

*Reading & Writing Workshop, Emergent Level – suggested ages 4-5
The world is full of ways to explore literacy! Join us for a playful romp, letter by letter, one rhyme at a time. Along with growing
our love for books, we will begin: recognizing letters and learning their sounds, understanding how print works and making the
reading-writing connection, playing with rhymes and other speech patterns, and noticing environmental print. Storytelling,
drawing, mark making and fine motor exercises will get us ready to write, and we’ll learn that our marks carry meaning! Stories,
songs, games, creative projects, and literacy centers will keep our little learners engaged as they explore the world of literacy
through connection and play.

Make your own Board Game (Linda)
Bring your inventor’s brain and creative imagination to craft your own board game. From the board, the playing pieces, cards,
dice, etc. you will create every aspect of the game. We’ll practice our technical writing skills to put together easy to understand
and follow rules and instruction booklets. Then we will test drive the games in class to make any final tweaks.

Mega Math (Jess)
During this twice a week class, we will go over the nitty gritty of basic math skills. We will be covering number sense, place
value into the millions, geometry, word problems, multiplication and division, odd vs. even, measurement, elapsed time,
money, fractions, decimals, and graphing. Time to get serious about your love of math!!!

Mental Math 1 (Joe)

Adding, Subtracting, Basic Multiplication and Division
This class focuses on developing our analytical thinking through mental computation and memorization. We’ll focus primarily
on arithmetical operations - striving to really get a grip on adding (one, two, and three-digit), subtracting (one, two, and threedigit), multiplying to 12x12, and dividing from 144 and lower. We’ll practice holding numbers in our heads while we do twostep problems. We’ll learn to parse problems and look for patterns to help us derive manageable methods of solution. Each
class period will start with a warm up exercise presenting a new concept, application or technique and then we’ll practice our
skills through game play. Topics and concepts covered and additional resources for many of Joe’s classes are available at
www.joesclasses.wordpress.com

Mental Math 2 (Joe)

*Prerequisite = Multiplication to 12x12
This class focuses on developing our analytical thinking through mental computation and memorization. We’ll focus primarily
on arithmetical operations - building on skills developed in Mental Math 1. We’ll learn methods, tactics, and techniques for
solving Two and Three-digit Multiplication, Roots, Factors, Division, and Fractions. We’ll also play with fractions, decimals and
percentages. We’ll practice holding numbers in our heads while we do two, three and four-step problems. We’ll learn to parse
problems and look for patterns to help us derive algorithmic methods of solution. Each class period will start with a warm up
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exercise presenting a new concept, application or technique and then we’ll practice our skills through game play. Topics and
concepts covered and additional resources for many of Joe’s classes are available at www.joesclasses.wordpress.com

Merry Makers (Jimmy)
Merry Makers carries out the 3rd tenant of the Conqueror's Cove Code: FUN. Join us as we get together for organized fun:
surprise, farce, parody, skit, and even some improvisation and slapstick come into play as we learn to play for laughter's sake.
We discover the value in timing and spontaneity. We learn about ourselves and life through constructing and deconstructing.
Realm students will gain in teamwork and organization in our creations. We will also learn the art of laughing at ourselves and
not taking things too seriously. Learning also involves staying on the right side of that line where we are keeping our humor
always good-natured. Be on your toes - Merry Makers unite!

Mighty Machines (Nathan)
Machines are everywhere. There are big machines, small machines, fast machines, slow machines, machines that help you clean
your clothes, wash your dishes, get from place to place, and so much more. This semester we will examine, investigate, and recreate as many of these machines as we can. From catapults to racecars students will have an opportunity to choose the
machines that interest them and build their own models, or in some cases, even the real thing. Our feature project this
semester will be “robots” where students will be able to order and build their own robots in our mind blowing multi week
project!

Mighty Math (Jess)
During this twice a week class, we will go over the nitty gritty of basic math skills. We will be covering number theory, one-toone correspondence, number writing, geometry, patterns, basic time, adding, subtracting, skip counting, odd vs. even,
measurement, time, money, and basic fractions. Time to get serious about your love of math!!!

Mindfulness and Meditation (Jimmy)
Welcome to Square One of education - learning about yourself. Students will get in touch with their relationship to
themselves, the world, and others through fun, awareness-building exercises. Students will gain tools for their 'toolbox' to
make a solid foundation of self from which to grow and learn through the rest of school and life. Realm kids will learn how to
deal with sensory experience, thoughts, mind-body connection, and stay in the moment. PBS (Pause, Breathe, Smile),
Affirmation, Positive Self-Talk and Compassion are some of the mindfulness tools students come away with. Meditation here
becomes accessible and useful. Meditations include breathing skills, listening skills, body scans, visualizations, and even some
guided meditations lead by students. Accompanying our practice is role-playing games, reflective artistic endeavors in line
with the lesson of the week, some yoga and stretching, mindful eating, and sometimes even tea. Also included are Zen shorts
and a whole lot of smiles :)

Mini-Mathletes (Jimmy)
This class introduces children to the wonderful world of numbers! Friendly familiarization with numbers 1 through 20 takes
place through stories, hands-on games, puzzles, and fun math exercises. We also practice writing numbers, counting out loud,
and use of shapes and objects comes into play. Basic adding, subtracting, and skip-counting occur. Suit up for fun and
success Realm Mathletes!

Musical Theater (Jess)
This class is for the student who wants to improve their musical theater performance skills. We will practice acting, dancing,
vocal performance, music theory, stage presence, costume design, set creation, and even some play writing! We will perform
for family and friends at the end of the class. This is for those of you who love performing AND also for those who feel a little
more withdrawn, who with encouragement, will be able to find your own voice!
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My Life in Words, Notes, and Pictures (Jimmy)
Welcome to My Life in Words, Notes, and Pictures. Realm kids will explore the many different ways to communicate their
experience through paper. Class will learn the basics of the narrative. We will study and partake in both autobiography and
biography. We will practice the pure expression of the collage and look at how effectively we can communicate through multimedia. My Life in Words, Notes, and Pictures gets the Realm student in touch with who they are and where they are going and
builds self-confidence and a sense of belonging. This class influenced by the 90's zine movement as well as basic scrapbooking.

My Song (Jimmy)
In My Song, Realm students will learn to channel their creativity and create their very own song. Course will be split into
listening to music and making music all while focusing on the song. We identify the music: the beat, melody and chords, the
instruments; and the message: the lyrics. We also focus on the forms of songs including the classic verse-chorus-bridge, and
practice rhyming with various rhyme exercises, with an emphasis on modern American guitar and pop music. We look at the
artistic side of singer-songwriters and bands with study of flyers and album art and will create our very own flyers and album
art. Also included is study of live performance and introduction to basic music theory. Class to culminate with a trip to the
recording studio and students will take home a CD of their songs at the end of the semester.

Ni Hao Chinese
Learning Chinese is fun! Our novice conversation classes are designed for students who have little or no previous experience in
learning the Chinese language. Students will acquire knowledge of vocabulary and expressions from basic sentence structures
so that they can apply to real life settings. You will be amazed by how quickly students can start to say complete Chinese
sentences. Junior Scholar (Ni Hao Chinese) Want to be able to recognize and write Chinese characters? This program is perfect
for students who are interested in practicing Chinese conversational skills as well as writing abilities. With repetition and
extension, students will learn 200 Chinese characters in various language contexts.

Non Fiction Essay Writing (Bonnie)
We are moving beyond Wikipedia in this serious writing class. Cut and dry. How do I determine that a source is reliable and
how do I independently gather and present someone else’s information in my own words? Writers will come away knowing
how to properly cite sources and break down information for a reading audience of their peers. They will learn easy tricks that
instantly make paragraphs sound more professional. And, practice and practice a writing formula that is guaranteed to
generate clear researched-based paragraphs for the rest of their lives. Timed writing exercises will be included. Bonnie’s love of
editing will, hopefully, be contagious.

Novel-Tea, ages 8-10 (Liz)
One of the greatest joys in life is to read a great book and to have friends to discuss it with. IN this class we will read a classic
book together and discuss the themes. Students will gain comprehensions skills as we learn to study the text to learn about
the characters, the story, and how the author has set a path for us to follow. Students will compose character sheets, chapter
summaries, and write short essays to help to cement the knowledge they have gained.

Novel-Tea, ages 11+ (Liz)
“You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view... Until you climb inside of his skin and
walk around in it.” ― Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird In our class we will climb inside To Kill A Mockingbird to fully
understand it. We will look at its authors, the time period the story takes place in as well as the time period that created the
book. Each week through classroom discussions and short essays students will gain a deeper understanding of this classic
piece of fiction. Students will gain knowledge of the major themes, Students will be required to read 2-3 chapters of the book
each week so that class time can be devoted to explore the text.
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Ooey Gooey Math Experiments (Jess)
Do you like getting your hands dirty? Or discovering what happens when you mix certain materials together? We will be using
liquid and dry measurements to perform experiments and create ooey gooey fun times! We will also practice doubling
fractions, splitting fractions in half, and carefully reading experimental recipes.

Park Adventures: Crafts for Cool Kids (Mr.G)
Join Kara and Mr. G. for a very different kind of Park Adventures! In “Crafts for Cool Kids,” we explore the scenery through arts
and crafts, fun activities and discovery games designed to bring out the “nature” in all of us. In an environment of fresh air and
sunshine, we will search, study and investigate our surroundings and create amazing projects to share with friends and family.
Come enjoy our voyage into the beauty of the natural world.

Pre-Algebra (Joe)
In Pre-Algebra, students will have an opportunity to develop an understanding, familiarity and expertise in advanced
arithmetical operations. Students will learn how to work with fractions, decimals and percentages. Students will be introduced
to concepts involving exponents and roots, factorization, primes, divisors, variables, negative numbers, equations, inequalities,
ratios and proportions, unit conversions, and basic geometry (angles, perimeter, area, triangles, and quadrilaterals). New topics
will be introduced each week and will be supplemented and reinforced through game play. This class is a continuation of first
semester. Topics and concepts covered and additional resources for many of Joe’s classes are available at
www.joesclasses.wordpress.com

Professor Egghead: Doctors (first 9 weeks)
Paging all Eggheads! Come join the staff of Egghead Brainiacs this session! From germs to your nose, from brains to your
bones, students investigate and explore mystery scents, bend their minds with eye-teasing illusions, mix up fake blood, make
super hearing devices, and tons more. Professor Egghead Science Academy offers the coolest science and engineering
programs for girls and boys in grades K - 3rd. At the end of the session, students will receive an Egghead Doctor Degree.
Science has never been this cool!

Professor Egghead: Secret Agents (second 9 weeks)
Your mission? Become the world’s greatest Secret Agent. Egghead Agents will write with invisible inks, make spy tools like
periscopes and spy glasses, and crack secret codes on their way to becoming super spies. Professor Egghead Science Academy
offers the coolest science and engineering programs for girls and boys in grades K - 3rd. At the end of the session, students
will receive an Egghead Secret Agent Degree. Science has never been this cool!

Puppetry (Linda)
We will explore the rich and ancient tradition of puppetry as a story-telling medium throughout various cultures and time
periods. Students will create characters from stick puppets, hand puppets, finger puppets, marionettes, and even muppets.
We will also fabricate puppet theatres and scenery to tell their stories with.

Quests (Joe, Vic, Mila, Jenny)
Quests is a multifaceted community based experiential learning program. Each Quest begins within ourselves. Students will
look at themselves and consider the person they are at this beginning point in their lives, as they embark along a path that
includes a journey of discovery, a realization, and then a creation that will reflect a new understanding of themselves, their
community, and the world around them. Students will develop relationships within the Quest community. As individuals and as
part of a supportive and cooperative group students will explore and experience a variety of adventures and challenges. By the
end of the session, students will complete their journey and arrive back where they began, but with new growth and
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understanding - ready to explore the new selves they have become - ready to embark on new Quests and new discoveries.
During the Winter-Spring session students will be exploring the theme: “Taboo Topics.”

Raised-Bed Gardening (Kara)
In this class we will be building and creating The REALM’s very own raised-bed garden! We will be getting down and dirty by
planting and growing our own food! We will learn how to build a raised bed gardening system from the ground up, take care
of the plants, and harvest our own food!

Random Acts of Kindness (Bonnie)
Nothing but nice. We will come together to brainstorm little things we can do to brighten someone’s day, then head out into
the world to make them happen. From making snack packs for the homeless to writing (and mailing) a love letter to Grandma,
we will spread joy in the simplest of ways.

Reader's Theater (Jess)
Comprehension and stories go hand in hand. If you love reading but have a hard time remembering what you've just read,
come join us for reader's theater. We will be visualizing stories, acting them out, making small props, and role playing. We will
learn to imagine the story in our heads like a movie, encouraging students to internalize their readings and remember plot
lines and characters.

Reading Detectives (Mila)

*Reading & Writing Workshop, Early Level – suggested ages 6-7
What do great readers and writers do? We look for patterns and we crack codes! We hunt for clues and we make meaning!
Across our new three-day per week format, students will have the opportunity to grow their love of stories, engage with text as
readers and writers, and explore the world of literacy with games, songs and crafty projects. Inquiry, observation and
investigation will be our mission as we build print awareness and playfully demystify written language. It’s elementary, my dear
REALMers, when our strategy sleuths are on the case!

Reading is Thinking! (Mila)

*Reading & Writing Workshop, Transitional Level – suggested ages 7-9
As our blossoming readers and writers transition from “learning to read” to “reading to learn,” reading comprehension and
writing craft take center stage. Students will learn to monitor their comprehension using fun strategies and helpful tools that
can be applied beyond the classroom. Learning to engage with text as readers will also inspire our growing writers as we
study the craft of mentor authors in powerful children’s literature. We invite you to dive a little deeper into your reading and
writing life, and to empower yourself towards independence!

REALM Action News Team (Mr. G & Jimmy)
Flash … action newsbreak … in a stunning development, Jimmy and Mr. G have teamed up for an amazing class that will be
awesome with a CAPITAL A. What’s going on at The Realm? Find out as our Realm Action News Team goes undercover to
discover all the latest and greatest happenings in and out of school. From who’s who to what’s what and everything in
between, Realm News is sure to make front page headlines with your kids.

REALM Bistro (Nathan)
Every human being who aspires to achieve greatness should work in a restaurant for at least one year. To be successful in a
restaurant you have to master a litany of skills including: multitasking, mathematics, patience, teamwork, common sense,
compassion, leadership, respect, food safety, critical planning, time management, and more. For the next 18 weeks we will
practice each of those skills and get a jump start on the well rounding of our persons in a super fun restaurant and cooking
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class. Students will train to be servers, cooks, hosts, and managers all in preparation for turning the center into a restaurant. On
Monday, June 5th, parents, family, and friends will be invited to come on down to the Realm Bistro for great food and friendly
service for the best price on the Westside! See you then!!

REALM’S Got Talent (Mr. G)
Our children are what make The Realm such a special place, so when they operate from their joys, strengths and skills, anything
is possible. The Arts are one of the most powerful and joyous ways to help us all to express our hearts, strive to be the best
version of each of us, and to share ourselves and our hopes and visions with those whom we love and admire. Classes will
consist of originating a show concept, creating a scripted entertainment program, rehearsing during class time (and possibly
during free periods) and then performing a live production at a local theater.
So much more than just a showcase of talent, this extravaganza is an opportunity for students to help further develop their
individual skills while collaborating on an experience larger than themselves. They must be willing to commit to doing their
very best and be eager to devote their time, effort and energy to having a vested interest in the overall production. Dedication
pledges will be signed prior to the first day of class.
See you at The Show!

Responding and Connecting to Fiction and Non-Fiction Literature (Michelle)
The focus of this class is to give students a balanced account of fiction and non-fiction texts and an understanding of how to
write a response to both literary fiction and non-fiction texts. In this class students will compare and contrast historical and
fantasy stories, poems, articles about current events, biographies, autobiographies, and texts that teach about the social,
biological and physical world then analyze and compare the different approaches authors take when they write about similar
themes and topics. The goal is to give students a choice of what to read and write about so they have the freedom to explore
the topics that interest them then make connections across all genres of literature.

Return of the Jedi (Jimmy & Mr. G)
In a galaxy far, far away (but closer than you think) a group of children began the journey from Padawan to Jedi at Dagobah
West. In this continuing adventure (but open to new students) we go deeper into the Jedi Code of even mindedness, service,
honesty, courage, peacekeeping, discipline, and feats of heroism. The Jedi Order demands the highest principles and teaches
children how to be good citizens in the world. From light saber skills to meditation to cooperative games, these Jedi in training
learn how to use The Force inside them for only good.

Salvage Art - Trash To Treasure (Kimber)
Salvage Art is a unique and fast developing medium in the art world, but even better... it’s tons of fun and good for the
environment! It's amazing what kids can come up with when given the space and opportunity to explore the unusual!
Throughout this exciting class, fun projects will use recyclable items and inspire creativity- while teaching students to reuse a
wide variety of things, “garbage”, in a new and exciting way. Using wild imagination and recycled items, including computer
parts, metal bits and pieces, broken toys and baubles, our student Eco-Artists will create their own fantastic artistic
masterpieces- magical creatures, animals and robots. And all the while… they will also be demonstrating the benefits of
thoughtful consumption, mindfulness, abundance, and reinterpreting wealth and waste. How cool is that? Terrific Trash-ToTreasure projects will include “The Wild Things” creatures, recycled canvas and mixed-media sculptures, funky wind chimes and
mobiles, ”Sweet Salvage" beads and jewelry, print art and "Wacky Weaving". While we don't promise that we will be able to
solve the world's garbage woes... we do promise a totally enjoyable experience that not only produces exquisite art projects,
but is kind to the Earth as well.

Scratch Programming (Digital Dragon)
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Learn the fundamentals of coding by starting from Scratch. Scratch is MIT’s engaging, easy-to-use, drag-and-drop
programming language that introduces programming to young coders. From brainstorming to play-testing, students make
interactive programs that incorporate a variety of foundational coding concepts. Draw characters and worlds on a digital
canvas and make them come to life in games, animations, music videos, and more . . . all while building a foundation of basic
coding concepts on which to grow in future classes.

Shine Your Light (Mila)

*Girls’ Creative Circle – ages 11+
What lights you up as a creator? How can you share that light? Join us as we embark on a joyful exploration of how the
creative process informs our experience as growing girls. We’ll gather each week for a two-hour mini retreat to inspire and be
inspired. Together we will create a safe place for self-discovery, conversation and connection. We will learn how soulful creative
practices help lay a foundation for our creative lives, and how they support us in hearing our inner wisdom, finding our unique
creative voices and learning to trust the process. Through expressive practices such as journaling, music and movement, and
process-based visual art, our young ladies will tune inward and shine outward.

Sports Club (Jimmy)
Realm Sports is a class which introduces Realm Academy students to the basic rules and game play of some of people's
favorite sports and games in a fun, teamwork-inspired, nonjudgmental environment that emphasizes sportsmanship. Sports
teach many life lessons in a healthy way: interpersonal relationships, trust, strategy, mindfulness, coordination, hand-eye, mindbody, motor skills. Basics of stretching, jogging, soccer, baseball (wiffle), basketball, kickball, football take place. Also
throughout the semester is the surprise trip to Bay Street at the Beach for an obstacle course with tumbling, jumping, kicking,
catching, dodging, and throwing in the mix. In the works: community attendance of a pro game available to all Realm. This
class combines noontime lunch period with a friendly, fun and fantastic way to work off that excess energy and get the kids
focused on their later day classes. Let’s roll!

Star Wars and Symbolism (Liz)
Not so long ago in a classroom not too far away a teacher was inspired to teach her students about the many topics that have
influenced Star Wars. She will guide them as they see Japanese samurai armor transform into Darth Vader's suit and realize
that Luke's light saber was inspired by Excalibur. Joseph Campbell's hero journey will lay a road map for us as we move from
the Phantom Menace to the Force Awakens. Each week we will take an aspect of the films and study their historical influences
so we can explore how these are timeless tales that show us who we are.

Story Alive (Mr. G)
In the worlds of film, stage, video games, comic books and fiction, we see stories not just on a static page or in a still
photograph but breathed to life colorfully and vibrantly. In this incredible class, we will use various mediums to bring stories to
life and to explore some of our own personal tales in a conscious, dynamic and joyful way. Using picture journals, imagination
exercises and a variety of creative story starters and techniques designed especially for kids, we will discover our own profound
life stories and watch them come alive and inspire others.

Storybook Walk (Kara)
Take a walk with me through a land filled with princesses and pirates, cowboys and sailors, even rhinos and puppies! In this
class we will take an easy walk through Santa Monica while listening and interacting with classic stories and fables!
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Stress (Bonnie)
Stress…it’s real. How do we relax our way out of the bad kind, and use the motivating type to blast us into action? We will get
to know the types of stressors and practice rolling with them, knowing that they will pass. Students will go through a
metaphorical tool box of stress-busters, and come away with skills that build resiliency.

Student Government (Jimmy and Nathan)
REALM cabinet members will meet each week to put their minds together and execute their democratic duty to help make The
Realm a better place. Introduction to Robert's Rules and the functioning of government committees, from finance to fun, will
be carried out. Discussion, compromise, delegation, diplomacy, voting, minority opinion, and real-time action will go on
Thursday mornings. One of the best ways to learn about ourselves is to be on a team working together to make the best
choices for the whole. Realm student government is a discovery of empowerment that we can make positive choices for the
future. For Spring semester we will continue our work from Fall semester and keep on with our projects including t-shirt design
and selling, fundraising, events, working to raise a Realm flag and make plaques. Students will learn to work together and
carry out plans and learn to see that their efforts can make change.

Student Government in Training (Jimmy)
Here rests our future - the Realm Student Government in Training. Tomorrow's leaders will gain the basic footing of working
together for the betterment of the whole. Introduction to democracy and Robert's Rules occurs in a safe atmosphere. Kids
learn to voice opinions and respect others opinions and even work on that age old art of compromise. A Cabinet elected from
within with rotating positions learns to put differences aside and function in a way which keeps service forefront. Watch out
Student Government, the Student Government in Training is on your heels and, although will be helpers where we can be to
the efforts of the Student Government, will also be working for positive change at our beloved Realm Academy.

“Super” Park Adventures (Mr. G)
Time travel, laser tag, paintless paintball, treasure hunts…you just never know what to expect with Mr. G.’s “Super” Park
Adventures. This class is designed to replace recess as a way to tunnel and funnel your kid’s high energy into fun exercise that
sharpens the brain, focuses the body and calms the emotions. We’ll send your kids home happy and in good spirits and ready
for a good long nap or early bedtime!

Superstar Sports Club: Soccer, Softball, Kickball (Mr. G & Jimmy)
Calling all superstars! (This means you!) Mr. G. and Jimmy Gaga, R.C.A. Tag Team Sports Champions, are ready to show you
how to hit, kick and run in our Superstar Sports Club for all interest and skill levels. It doesn’t matter if you are a world
champion athlete or just a beginner, we are here to teach you sportsmanship, fun and the joy of competition without an overly
gung ho, aggressive or judgmental atmosphere. Learn sports safely and with compassion. This class combines noontime lunch
period with a friendly, fun and fantastic way to work off that excess energy and get the kids focused on their later day classes.
Let’s roll!

Think Tank: Self-Guided Learning and Information Processing for Homeschoolers (Joe)
The Realm Think Tank is an experience in self-guided learning - it is an environment that guides each student in discovering his
or her ability to learn. The Think Tank guides students along the learning and creative process from the posing of an initial
question, through research and discovery, to the creation of a completed product demonstrating and sharing their
accomplishments and new understanding.
This process gives students the experience of learning a self-chosen topic or skill, and an awareness of their ability to take
control of their own education. We will raise questions like, what is learning? how do I learn? what do I want to learn? are
different ways of learning better for different subjects? what can I accomplish with the new knowledge I’ve found?
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More advanced students will begin exploring the distinction between learning information and learning concepts. We will
begin actively building a foundation of knowledge and comprehension to help expand our overall understanding of ourselves
and our potentials. Students will begin focusing on synthesis and connection - asking questions like, how do the things we
know connect and inform other things we know and new things we learn/discover?
This semester the class will be expanded to two hours per week. This will give us an opportunity to more deeply explore
practical learning skills like research, source validation, note-taking, and organization. We will also begin developing more
advanced ways of collecting and sharing our information via the creation of books, games, blogs, videos and other media.

Tournament of Champions (Mr. G)
The world is filled with competition. Person to Person. Team vs. Team. Nation against Nation. In all areas of life, business,
entertainment, fashion, politics, etc., there are always “winners” and “losers.” But not in this class! We will explore a new type of
“contest” called the All Victory Games, where the concept of winners and losers is transformed through an emphasis on
cooperation, trust, alliance, sportsmanship, admiration, problem-solving and mutual respect. This is not a “namby pamby,”
politically correct approach to group competition. It is an empowering, cutting-edge method of celebrating the unity of
teamwork, collaboration and encouragement that looks to highlight each individual’s strength while also supporting the
greater good of the overall collective.

Visual Programming with Processing (Digital Dragon)
Learn computer science fundamentals the visual way with Processing, a programming language designed for artists, designers,
and hobbyists. We’ll take digital art to the next level by creating live generative art with code. While exploring this high-tech
medium for visual expression, we’ll learn the basics of programming including variables, conditionals, loops, functions, and
much, much more.

Wacky Theatre (Mr. G)
Higher hijinks, bigger Realm-foolery, and zanier, insanier G-nanigans. You never know what’s in the G-rab bag of fun,
foolishness and G-maginative play. But it’s sure to get ‘em talkin’ and leave ‘em smilin’! From improvisation to dress up to
imagination play, trust games and self-esteem building exercises to video performances and live staged readings, you can
never be sure just what fun is ahead. But you can be sure that it WILL be fun! This is a favorite class among fellow Realmsters
so sign up today and beat the rush!

We the People (Kimber)
Through fun visual presentations, lively group discussions, games and hands-on projects, students in this interesting class will
explore what being an American citizen is all about. In a positive and powerful way, we will ask questions, research answers and
then, with the magic of imagination, make a plan and be in action. What are the advantages and responsibilities of a citizen?
Why do people fight so hard and go through so much for that privilege? What exactly are our freedoms? What is the
Constitution, The Bill of Rights and the amendments? And very important… if life in the United States is what it is like because
of the Constitution, how would life be different here if we didn’t have this document to live by? Students will delve into the
fascinating development of the Constitution, from the original document and its articles to the last ratified Twenty-Seventh
Amendment. There are several more that haven’t yet passed or been put into action by all the states. Is it enough? Does this
important American document balance the workings of the government with the rights of the individual? Students will also be
introduced to the branches of local government and discuss local issues and what would be necessary to make change. What
responsibility do people have for the common good of their local community? What about our global community? In addition
to cool class creations, students will be encouraged to come up with individual projects for their local community, as well as a
world community project. Students will put their kind hearts- and service into action by… working on creating or changing a
law, raising awareness on a chosen issue- or forming a group non-profit organization. What a perfect time for creating change!
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Words: Origins, Roots and Spelling (Joe)
What are words? Where do they come from? Who makes them up? How many do you know? How many do you need to
know? How do you spell them? Why do you spell them like that? And does it matter how you spell them?
In Words: Origins, Roots, and Spelling, we’ll ask questions like these, as we get to know about words. We’ll learn about words
as things, we’ll learn about language, and we’ll learn about vocabulary and spelling and word origins and the development of
language. Each week we’ll learn about a new word, and a new spelling rule or convention. We’ll practice it through exercises
and game play. This class will center around a spelling game that involves letters and letter groups and fun - it involves using
letters and common groups of letters to make words, phrases and sentences of growing length and complexity.

World Reporters Research Writing (Bonnie)
This is a structured academic class that will have students writing organized and articulate paragraphs. We will become experts
on The California Drought through analyzing shared resources. Students will learn how to discern whether or not a source is
credible and become skilled at putting someone else’s facts into their own words. Kids will incorporate literary devices into
their work, as well as brighten and refine their written vocabularies. Expect fifteen to thirty minutes of relevant homework per
week (class meets weekly).

World Watch Reporters (Bonnie)
We are going to learn the stories of real life kids who accomplished and/or are accomplishing great things. We will begin each
class with a biography then complete an activity that breaks down who that person is and how they triumphed. Students will
also practice interviewing one another and gain public speaking skills by reporting their findings.

